
http://www.cim.mcgill.ca/~langer/423.html

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information_theory





Prefix codes avoid the sort of ambiguities that we saw with 
Morse code.  How?   Suppose B is sent a sequence of bits 
and B wants to decode this sequence.  B wants to know the 
sequence of symbols that was encoded.  If the code is a 
prefix code, then there is a simple method for decoding.  
Repeatedly traverse the binary tree from root to leaf. Each 
time B reaches a leaf, it reads off the symbol at the leaf, then 
returns to the root. 
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